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ERIC/RCS REPORT
READING MATERIALS AND READING MATERIAL SELECTION
by Laurel A. Ladevich and William H. Rupley
and "Cultu_ral . Bias: A Many-Headed
Monster," by Holly Smith O'Donnell,
and "Books that lie and lullabye" by
Daniel J. Dieterich. These articles cite
ERIC documents that deal with sexism
and cultural bias in language, children's books, and teacher attitudes.
(Reprints of these articles are available
upon request from ERIC/RCS, 1111
Kenyon Road, Urbana, lliinois 61801.)
The following documents from the
ERIC system could provide valuable
information for the teacher involved in
selecting reading materials. Reading
materials should not only provide for a
wide range of interests on the part of
the students but should also accommodate different levels of reading ability. Teachers are also concerned, and
with good reason, about literary and
social quality of the books they choose
for students. However, few teachers
have the time to critically examine
every book available for children. To
assist practicing teachers in defining
outstanding resources in children's
books, one study (ED 071 022) compiled criteria for good books from the
writings of twelve selected academicians in the field of children's literature. An investigation was made to
determine if practitioners considered
the same criteria when they selected
books for children. In an analysis of
the•. .importance placed on individual
standards of excellence, it was noted
that academicians strongly advocated
criteria that stressed literary qualities
of books. They opposed didacticism in
literature but were concerned about
expanding children's interests and giving them opportunities to respond to
varied art media. They all felt that
books that are condescending in text
or illustrations should be avoided.
Practitioners stressed criteria concern-

The existence of so many materials
and methods for teaching reading in
the elementary school can produce a
perplexing situation for teachers. Why
is one basal reader better than another?
Where can supplementary materials be
found? What constitutes a good basal
series? What criteria should be used in
evaluating reading materials? These
questions are only a few of the questions teachers could ask ab out existing
materials for reading instruction. The
addition of too many more would
most likely throw all of us into a
quandary. Research has not provided
many discernible solutions to the problem of identifying what materials are
better than others. The most often
reported finding, when material or
method A is compared with material
or method B, is that there is no significant difference, and the most important variable in determining the success or failure of a program is the
teacher. However, most teachers would
agree that knowledge of materials is
important if the needs and interests of
pupils are to be accommodated in
reading instruction.
Some of the considerations that
should be made in selecting reading
materials are sexism and cultural bias,
readability, interest factors, C(?mpatability of materials and methods, and
intended purpose.
The avoidance of sexism and cultural bias is an important consideration
in the selection of reading materials for
children, as the effect of racist and
female stereotypes on children has
been seen to be detrimental to their
intellectual and social development.
The following articles from Elementary English concern themselves with
these issues: "Sexism in Language,"
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ing nonfiction books. Only one-third
of these educators opposed didacticism in literature. They strongly supported any criterion that seemed to
encourage reading readiness. Many
were not concerned that some books
seem to patronize children, and only
64 percent felt that children's books
must meet standards of literary excellence.
The American Library Association
annually compiles reviews of books
recommended in the children's books
section of The Booklist (ED 063 310).
Each book is evaluated according to
accepted book selection criteria in
terms of literary quality, accuracy,
appropriatene~s of format to content,
suitability of content and format to
age level, appeal to children, and usefulness in libraries. In this compilation,
each book is described and evaluated.
Bibliographic, ordering, and cataloging
information is included. Books are
divided into the following categories:
general works; philosophy; religion;
social sciences; languages; pure sciences;
applied sciences; the arts; literature;
history, geography, travel, social life
and customs; biography; fiction; and
easy and picture books.
Annotated bibliographies of books
can be an indispensable tool to the
teacher who is choosing reading materials. Grade level or readability level is
usually suggested within the annotation, eliminating the need for the
teacher to examine every book individually. Children's Books Too Good to
Miss (ED 055 080) is an annotated
bibliography of children's books which
represents the judgment of a group of
specialists. For children under 6, the
books are listed under picture stories,
alphabet books, folk tales and fables,
rhymes and poetry, Bible stories and
prayers, and biography. The list for
children ages 9, 10, and 11 contains
fiction and mythology, folklore and
fairy tales, poetry, Bible stories, and
biography. The categories of books for
children ages 12, 13, and 14 are fiction,

myths and legendary hero tales, poetry,
biography, and travel. A total of 230
books · are listed in the bibliography.
Another section of this publication
contains eighteen pages of black-andwhite reproductions of current picture
material for children's books. A title
index, a price list, and an author-illustrator index are included.
Teachers and librarians who are
giving reading guidance and book talks
to children between ages nine and fourteen, would find Introducing Books:
A Guide for the Middle Grade (ED 064
723), would find this companion to
Juniorplots, helpful. The 88 titles have
been grouped according to the following developmental goals of childhood:
(1) getting along in the family; (2)
making friends; (3) developing values;
(4) understanding physical problems;
(5) forming a world view; (6) respecting living creatures; (7) evaluating contemporary problems; (8) identifying
adult roles; (9) learning to think abstractly; (10) appreciating books; and
(11) reading for fun. Under each of
these headings various reading levels
and areas of interest are represented,
with equal coverage given to both
boys and girls. The material on each
book includes a plot analysis, a discussion of thematic material, approaches
for book talks, and suggestions for
books and other media that are thematically related to the book.
The booklists presented in Reading
Is Fundamental: Guide to Book Selection (ED 045 248) are primarily intended to assist Reading is Fundamental projects and other similar programs
in purchasing paperback and inexpensive hardbound books at the elementary level. Approximately 600 titles
with prices and brief descriptions are
listed in a gener:al booklist. Separate
booklists composed of elementary-level
reading materials and teenage-andadult-level reading materials are presented for each of three ethnic groups:
Black, American Indian, and Spanishspeaking. A supplement which presents
both general selection and a selection
32

I

I

l
u

authors concluded that no one approach to reading can be considered
the ideal choice in every situation, but
that the teacher who has considered
the criteria of selection and made the
necessary decisions as suggested should
succeed in selecting the most appropriate approach for his or her use.
Recent approaches to and techniques
of teaching reading are surveyed in
Modern Innovations in the Teaching
of Reading (ED 054 916), one in a
series by the United Kingdom Reading
Association. Books, kits, programed
learning packages, and reading hardware such as tapes, typewriters, and
films are described and evaluated for
their usefulness to the classroom
teacher. Four major philosophies of
reading and the specific materials associated with them are presented: (1)
whole word methods, (2) medium
modification and cueing techniques,
(3) phonic and linguistic approaches,
and (4) the laboratory approach. A
bibliography and a list of publishers
are included.
The selection of reading materials is
certainly a difficult task and requires
planning and research in order to
determll}e the availability and pertinence of materials for a program, class,
and individual student. The abovementioned documents are but a few of
those on reading materials and reading
material selection in the ERIC system.
Other documents on reading materials
c~m be read in their entirety at any
one of more than 500 ERIC collections
located in the United States.

by ethnic group is included with this
guide.
Book selection for poor readers is
often a serious problem. Suggesting or
assigning the retarded reader a book
whose readability is appropriate for
his skills often results in not meeting
his interests, and thus could reinforce
his perception of himself as a poor
reader. George Spache has compiled
several bibliographies of books designed
for the poor reader. The eighth edition
of his Good Reading for Poor Readers
(ED 068-910) contains several hundred
previously unlisted books for poor
readers. The first four chapters deal
with book selection practices of children and of adults for children, with
bibliotherapy, and with readability.
The remaining ten chapters are extensive annotated listings of children's
books, reading materials, teaching
guides, and instructional materials arranged by type: trade books, textbooks and games, series books, programmed materials, and so on. Resources for teachers of the disadvantaged and works on auditory and visual
perception are also listed. The appendix includes a full description of the
Spache Read~bility Formula, an author
and a title index, and a publishers
directory. Spache's 70-item bibliography (ED 080 943) represents a selection of materials for poor readers. A
few sources now out of print were
included because of the high quality of
their recommendation or their coverage of an important reading area.
The approach of technique adapted
for teaching reading will often affect
the choice of reading materials. Reading - Which Approach? (ED 055 741)
discusses criteria for assessing reading
approaches and suggests materials and
equipment for classroom use. Nine
current approaches to reading are
examined and divided into three main
divisions: look-and-say, phonic, and
use of other media (including the
Initial Teaching Alphabet, Words in
Color, and Color Story Reading). The

ERIC DOCUMENTS
ED 045 248 Reading
is
Fundamenta/'s
Guide to Book Selection with Supplemental 1. By Eleanor Smollar, ed. 1970.
106p. EDRS Price: MF-$0.65 HC-$6.58.
ED 054 916 Modern Innovations in the
Teaching of Reading. By Donald and
Louise Moyle. 1971. 102p. Document
Not Available from EDRS; available
from University of London Press Ltd.,
St. Paul's House, Warwick Lane, London
EC4P 4AH, England (75 pence).
ED 055 080 Children's Books Too Good to
Miss. Revised and Enlarged Edition. By

33

1,.

May Hill Arbuthnot and Others. 1971.
112p. Document Not Available from
EDRS; available from The Press of Case
Western Reserve University, Quail Building, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 ($2.95).
ED 055 741 Reading - Which Approach?
By Vera Southgate and Geoffrey Roberts.
1970. 215p. Document Not Available
from E DRS; available from the University
of London Press Ltd., St. Paul's House,
Warwick Lane, London EC4P 4HA, England (23 shillings).
ED 063 310 Books for Children, Preschool
through Junior High School, 1969-1970.
By Helen Kinsey, ed., and Others. 1971.
127p. Not Available from EDRS; available from American Library Association,
50 East Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois
60611 ($3.50).
ED 064 723 Introducing Books: A Guide
for the Middle Grades. By John Gillespie
and Diane Lembo. 1970. 318p. Document Not Available from EDRS; available from R.R. Bowker Cp., 1180 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New
York 10036 ($9.95).

ED 068 910 Good Reading for Poor Readers. 8th Edition. By George Spache.
1972. 300p. Document Not Available
from EDRS; available from Garrard Publishing Company, 1607 North Market
Street,
Champaign,
Illinois
61820
($4.96 paper).
ED 071 022 Choosing Literature for Young
Children. By Leah Margaret Wilcox,
1971. 280p. Document Not Available
from EDRS; available from University
Microfiims, A Xerox Company, Dissertation Copies, Post Office Box 1764,
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 (Order No.
72-11, 967, MF ilm $4.00, Xerogr:aphy
($10.00)
ED 080 943 Sources of Good Books for
Poor Readers; An Annotated Bibliography. By George D. Spache, comp.
1969. 11p. EDRS Price: MF-$0.65 HC$3.29. Also Available from the International Reading Association, 800 Barksdale Road, Newark, Delaware 19711
(Order No. 304, $0. 75 non-member,
$0.50 member).
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